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Elizabeth College Assessment & Attainment Policy  
   
TASC:  Tasmanian Assessment, Standards and Certification http://www.tasc.tas.gov.au  
          

Assessment 

When students are given tasks/assignments for assessment, teachers will mark them using 
course competency-based and TASC (Tasmanian Assessment Standard and Certification) 
criterion-based assessment.  The final ratings students receive on each of the criteria will be 
sent to the TASC as the final assessment for non-pre-tertiary subjects and as the internal 
assessment for pre-tertiary subjects. 
 
Students should keep a copy of all tasks and the ratings received for each task. It is 
important to realise that the final rating a student receives on a criterion is not simply a 
matter of adding a set of ratings together, averaging them and then obtaining a final result.  
Teachers place more reliance on ratings attained towards the end of the year or unit of work. 
 
Teachers also place more weight or importance on certain tasks.  Teachers will inform 
students if a particular task is a major task, or a more complex or demanding assignment and, 
therefore, will have greater bearing towards the final assessment. 
 
The final rating is the standard at which students can perform consistently.  Receiving an ‘A’ 
on a final piece of work in the year does not necessarily mean that the final award for that 
criterion will be an ‘A’. 
 
Teachers will also regularly utilise formative assessments to monitor student learning and 
provide ongoing feedback.  Whilst formative assessments do not contribute to final 
assessments they provide assessment experience for students and a gauge of their progress 
or level of understanding.  
 
Mid-year exam results are only considered for a student’s final rating if they benefit the 
student.  
 
Criterion Based Assessment 

 Most subjects have around 7 criteria.  A few have 5, some still have 10.  

 Ratings:  A, B, C, t, z* 

 Syllabus documents have standards which indicate what a student has to do for each 
criterion to achieve an A, B or C rating.  

 The rating received at the end of the year indicates the level the student is achieving 
consistently at the end of the year.  The final rating is not an average. 

 In most cases each criterion should be assessed a minimum of three times 

 Level 1 and 2 subjects: Teacher gives internal ratings on the criteria and an algorithm, 
outlined in the syllabus document, determines the final award. 

 Level 3 and 4 subjects: Internal ratings and external assessment (exams, folios of work, 
Individual Projects) determines the final award, also based on an algorithm. 

http://www.tasc.tas.gov.au/
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*Internal ratings for subject criteria are based on the standards listed in Tasmanian 
Assessment, Standards and Certification (TASC) course documents: 

A     Progressing towards an A rating on the criterion 

B     Progressing towards a B rating on the criterion 

C     Progressing towards a C rating on the criterion 

t      Achievement is less than the standard specified for a C rating 

Z     No evidence of achievement 

 
Time Management Skills and Independent Study 

 

While at college it is important for all students to learn time management and study skills, not 
only to get them through their studies here, but also to prepare them for life after college, 
whether this is further study or a job. Students need to have a balance between all their 
commitments. Assessments in all subjects are important. As a general rule students 
would expect a significant amount of work outside class time each week (independent 
study) in order to meet the learning needs of the subject. 
 
Independent study incorporates a broad range of activities. As well as a written task, there 
may be reading and understanding class work, learning vocabulary or rules, doing 
associated reading, practising extra problems, completing research or writing sample 
answers. 

 

Student Responsibilities 
 

1. Attend all classes, arrive on time and participate fully for the duration of the class. 
2. Students should keep a record of their assessments in their workbook or online. 

Teachers may provide a sample document or template for students to record their 
assessments. 

3. Students should make use of tutorials to catch up on missed work or to get 
assistance on work they are not fully understanding. 

4. Students  should  not  miss  lessons  because  an  assignment  is  due  and  they  
have  not completed it. 

5. If absent for practical or group work assessments a student should contact 
fellow group members to ensure that group members are adequately prepared 
for the assessment and not disadvantaged. 

6. It is a student’s responsibility to follow up on missed classwork or overdue 
assignments. Teachers will ask students about overdue or missed work and contact 
a parent/guardian as well if a major assignment is overdue, but it is up to the 
student to talk to the teacher if a deadline is missed 

7. To get all assessment tasks in by the due date 

 Some TASC  Subjects  and  VET  Courses  have  content  competency  and  a  
criterion that assesses your ability to meet deadlines.  In order to achieve an “A” on 
this criterion students would be expected to complete all assignments, meet all 
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specified timelines and address all required task characteristics with a high degree 
of accuracy.   If a student is late submitting one or more assignments with 
inadequate explanation they would be unlikely to achieve an “A” on that criterion. 

 It is not equitable to other students if a student gets more time to complete 
an assessment task. Some returned assessment tasks contain corrected answers 
and it may therefore be inappropriate for a teacher to accept assessment tasks 
after handing back marked ones. 

 Students  are  placing  extra  pressure  on  themselves  if  they  have  not  done  
one assessment task and the next one is being given out. Students may have 
missed out on important feedback and assessment on a specific criterion. 

 Under certain circumstances such as illness, extensions may be 
granted by a teacher, but students must discuss an extension with 
their teacher in advance of the due date (some teachers may ask 
for this to be in writing and possibly signed by a parent/guardian) 

 Supporting justification will be required 

 If students are away from class on the day the assessment task is due, it must 
be given to the teacher as soon as you return (don’t wait until the next class) 
or, if appropriate, emailed asap.  

 
Teacher Responsibilities 

 
1. Students are to be provided with a hard copy or online access to the syllabus along 

with scope and sequence documentation, which is an overview of the year 
reflecting when various aspects of the syllabus will be taught including timeline, 
syllabus modules, key tasks and assessment, and coverage of academic integrity 
requirements. A copy of the Scope and Sequence document is to be provided to 
the Learning Area Manager. 

2. Assessment tasks will be clearly explained: 
a. All assessment documents, assignments, and tests provided to students are to 

be word processed, and not handwritten, in order that the materials are legible 
and accessible to all students.  

b. Any course notes issued to students are also to be word processed. 
c. Expectations will be clearly spelt out regarding class time given, criteria 

assessed, word limit, due date, extension process, weighting, individual or 
group task, special consideration for students who receive special exam 
provisions. 

3. Teachers will assess and return tasks in a timely manner. Generally 1-2 weeks 
depending on the type of task. 

4. Teachers are not expected to accept late assessment tasks after other students 
have had theirs assessed and returned. 

5. Teachers will contact parents if major assessment tasks are not completed or 
when a number of assessment tasks have not been completed. 

8. In the interest of transparency, students should have access to staff mark books to 
check their ratings whenever they request. 

9. Students should keep a record of their assessments in their workbook or online. 
Teachers may provide a sample document or template for students to record their 
assessments. 
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10. To ensure comparability of standards across all Tasmanian year 11 and 12 
providers, teachers will engage in external and internal moderation processes. 
Internal moderation may include shared preparation of assessment tasks, marking 
guidelines/rubrics and marking. This is strongly encouraged for mid-year exams 
and may also extend to collaboration with teachers from grade 11/12 providers 
other than Elizabeth College. 

 

Academic Integrity (from TASC website) 
 
All learners are expected to observe the highest standards of honesty and integrity in the work 
they submit for assessment: this is called academic integrity. 
 
The Office of Tasmanian Assessment, Standards and Certification’s (TASC’s) External 
Assessment Rule 4.(a) states: Any material submitted by a candidate for external assessment 
must, except where the source of the information, images, ideas or words is explicitly 
acknowledged, be the work of the candidate. 
 
While TASC’s External Assessment Rule applies to externally assessed work, academic integrity 
is expected in all the work you submit for assessment. Markers reading or viewing your work 
must be able to clearly see what parts of it are your own work, and what parts you have used 
from other people’s work and where you got this from. 
 
When students submit folios to TASC for external assessment they must sign a Candidate 
Declaration Form stating that the folio is their own work and contains no unacknowledged 
material (See Section 3 of this Guide). 
If you sign a Candidate Declaration Form and your work contains information, images, ideas or 
words that are not your own and you have not acknowledged all of these you are being 
untruthful. There can be penalties for this 
 
 
An Overview for Students 
 
When you take and use someone else’s information, images, ideas or words – from the 
internet or other sources – you must clearly: 

 show what parts of the work you submit for assessment are not your own (what 
information, images, ideas or words you have taken from someone else) 

 acknowledge the source of these (show where you got these from). This is called 
referencing or citation. 

Note that data is a kind of information and that graphics are one kind of images. 
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How Do I Reference (Cite)? 
 

1. Keep careful notes of the source of other people’s information, images, ideas or words 
you use in your work. 

2. Show each of these sources, each time you use them, using a referencing (citation) 
system. 

3. Be consistent in the use of a referencing (citation) system – don’t use different systems 
in the same work. 

 
It is fine to use other people’s information, images, ideas or words (including material you get 
from the internet) in your own work but you must be clear and open about what you have 
used, whose material it was and where you got it from. The use of a wide range of sources of 
information shows that you have undertaken good preparation and study. 
 

TCE (Tasmanian Certificate of Education) Requirements 

 120 Credit Points overall (typically 60 points per year) 

 At least 80 of the Credit Points must be at Level 2 or higher – these are known as 
Complexity Points 

 Basic standards of Literacy, Numeracy and ICT skills have to be demonstrated 

 Students often gain these competencies through their enrolled subjects 
        OR they may complete an Essential Skills course in Literacy, Numeracy or ICT  
        OR they may complete a skills test in Literacy, Numeracy or ICT 

 
ATAR (Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank) 

 To be eligible for an ATAR, a student must satisfactorily complete a minimum of 
four pre-tertiary subjects - preferably five – with at least three being completed in 
Year 12. Students must also gain their TCE. 

 A maximum of five pre-tertiary subjects will be used to calculate their Tasmanian 
Tertiary Entrance Score. 

 The Tasmanian Tertiary Entrance Score is calculated by adding the best three 
subject scores from pre-tertiary subjects satisfactorily completed in Year 12, 
together with the next two best scores from either year.  

 TE scores are then converted to an ATAR 
 
Level 3 + 4 students will gain TE points decided by the number of As, Bs, Cs etc they receive. 
Average SA is 7 points, minimum SA is 1 point, average EA is 20 points. 
Scaling happens based on Rasch analysis of student marks to rate difficulty of the subject. 
 


