


Term 3 has been a crucial time to develop and 
consolidate learning before the final assessments at  
the end of the year.  As we head into the final weeks 
of the academic year it is important that students pay 
close attention to their wellbeing. Maintaining good 
health through diet, sleep and exercise, managing 
competing commitments and talking to teachers  
about any difficulties and what needs to be done  
for success are all ways to ease stress. 

Helping students build resilience is one of our key 
priorities at Elizabeth College. Over 700 students 
responded to our recent survey about their lifestyle  
and habits to help us better understand the factors  
that affect their health and wellbeing. At our recent 
Parent Forum, a panel of past and present students 
spoke to parents about how best to support young 
people to navigate their way through stressful periods 
such as this one. The panel emphasised the need to 
keep a balance between study, work and life and the 
importance of having an end point or a goal in mind.

In 2019, we aim to continue our work with The 
Resilience Project, an organisation that delivers positive 
mental health programs for schools, to help build the 
resilience and happiness of our students.

I congratulate all students for maintaining their focus, 
enthusiasm and commitment throughout the year.

Dr Dianne Purnell 
Principal

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Students in the Wildlife Rescue enrichment 
program have taken on a new initiative to 
help our unique and sometimes endangered 
Tasmanian native wildlife. There is currently a 
drive to collect resources to aid in the rescue 
and rehabilitation of injured and orphaned 
wildlife: old pillow cases, polar fleece, jumpers, 
jackets, bedding beanies to be used as 
bedding, pouches or in rescue kits. Donations 
can be made to the bin in the canteen. 
Students plan to sew pouches and donate to 
Wildlife Carers on an upcoming visit to Rivers 
Rescue in Pelveratta. Manager, Natalie Rivers 
will be training students on checking pouches 
of injured mums, how to rescue and care for 
orphaned joeys or how to get them to carers, 
as well as reptile rescue. Students have gained 
an appreciation for our unique wildlife and 
learnt about the many different ways of being 
involved as a rescuer or carer.

WILDLIFE RESCUE DONATIONS

POLICE PARTNERSHIPS
Police Commissioner Darren Hine joined past Principals, 
Sergeants and Constables from the Tasmanian Police 
Department, representatives from the Department 
of Education and Elizabeth College Teaching staff at 
a luncheon to celebrate twenty years of the Police in 
Schools Program. The program involves sworn police 
officers performing duties and providing a uniformed 
police presence in colleges throughout the State. 

The program was initiated by past Principal of Elizabeth 
College, Greg Suitor, who came back to speak at the 
celebrations. Thirteen constables have partnered with 
Elizabeth College on the program to date, with  
EC Security Officer, Johnny Klapsis, a consistent 
presence over those twenty years working alongside 
each of the constables.

FIFTY YEARS OF EC
The fifty year celebration of Elizabeth 
College was an exciting week at the 
College with past students and teachers 
inspecting the facilities at the College, 
participating in classes, even enjoying 
a facial and joining in Science Week 
experiments. The festivities culminated 
with a cocktail party on the evening of 
10 August, with our current students 
making it happen: VET Tourism students 
welcomed guests and provided food 
and drink service. Music was provided 
by a talented group of Elizabeth College 
Alumni curated by current teacher 
Patrick Berechree. 2016 -2017 student 
Chris Ransom provided a wonderful 
welcome to country even speaking in the 
language of his people. Guests included 
many past scholars and former principals. 
There was much animated conversation 
and catching up with past and present 
staff and students. A gallery of Principals’ 
photos has been mounted near the 
front office to celebrate this wonderful 
milestone of public education.
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SOLD!
It was the shortest sale of the century with the  
two cubby houses made by VET construction  
and promoted by Innovation Enterprise students 
purchased on the first day they went on the market. 

DIPLOMACY MATTERS
Lisette Terts and Sophie Young, pictured here with UTAS Head of 
Politics and International Relations, Dr Matt Killingsworth, are joining 
emerging young leaders from around Australia for an educational tour 
and program in Europe and Asia respectively. Lisette’s tour will examine 
the history and ongoing development of diplomacy on an international 
level with a focus on the nation state and the history and future of 
international governing bodies such as the UN. Sophie’s program will 
examine diplomacy within the shifting paradigms of a globalised world. 
This amazing opportunity is offered through the United Nations; 
both students scored a place after a rigorous three round application 
process. Current Year 11s are encouraged to apply next year. 

DIVERSITY 
CELEBRATED
Elizabeth College has recently 
produced a short video that 
promotes our diverse and 
accepting community. Funded by 
a $5000 anti-bullying grant from 
the Department of Education, 
the video was professionally 
produced by local company 
Hype TV. The content of the 
video was led by students, 
Daniel Cheeseman, Scott 
Horsey, Sam Krambousanos, 
Tom Roberts and Jasmine 
Saunders, who put their time 
and effort into making the video 

ENTERING INTO BUSINESS
Innovation Enterprise and School of Business students 
operated pop up businesses throughout September, 
funded by the Foundation for Young Australian’s $20 
Boss program. EC students were treated to a ten pin 
bowling challenge, second hand clothing, jewellery, 
art, car wash, plant stall and a range of food, with all 
profits going to each team’s chosen charity. Students 
got to make their business ideas happen, along the way 
developing skills in problem solving and decision making, 
working as a team, as well as money handling and 
customer service.

Students have hit on a fantastic product; these 
cubbies are built to meet child safety standards, with 
blackboard interiors and weatherboard cladding.  
They have been purchased by primary schools for use 
in playgrounds. We look forward to some more quality 
design and construction projects in the future.

happen. Students will be watching the video in Home Groups as a starting 
point to discussions about how we can make sure everyone is accepted in 
our community. The video, along with other recent productions, can be 
viewed online here: www.elizabethcollege.tas.edu.au/videos.

SUBJECT EXPO
Term 3 was the time for Year 11 students to select 
their subjects for next year. Year 12 students were 
there to help out, running stalls and giving information 
and advice to a stream of Home Groups coming 

through our Subject Expo. The current Year 12s spoke 
about the interests and demands of particular subjects 
offered at the college. All Year 11 students underwent 
a rigorous process of counselling from their Home 
Group teachers and met with course counsellors in 
the subsequent enrolment sessions. It is important to 
make the right choice now, so that time and valuable 
learning opportunities are not missed out on next 
year with subject changes. Year 12 students have been 
putting the finishing touches to their post-Year 12 
plans, whether it be further study and training, seeking 
employment or apprenticeships or expanding their 
view of the world through an overseas gap year. Next 
Step University and TAFE sessions have been invaluable 
in helping students plan their pathways and complete 
their applications.

SPRECHEN SIE DEUTSCH?
The annual Goethe Wettbewerb German speaking competition 
held at UTAS saw prize winners from EC for new learners of 
German (Level 2) and those with a previous background in 
German speaking (Level 3). Recipients were:

•  Poetry Recital Level 2: 1st prize to Emily Curak and  
2nd prize to Ellesha Meurant. 

•  Poetry Recital Level 3: shared 1st prize to Johanna Collins  
and Alexander Kingsley and  2nd prize to Marie Polier.

•  Conversation Level 3: 1st prize to Johanna Collins,  
2nd prize to Martin Maire and shared 3rd prize to  
Sami Arbogast and Alexander Kingsley.
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INSPIRING CHANGE
It is tempting to get cynical about the world, especially 
for young people today, who care about social justice 
but feel overwhelmed by the issues facing them.  
A series of speakers to ECAAD have suggested quite 
the opposite. Long-time Tasmanian activist, Rodney 
Croome; Australian Youth Representative to the UN, 
Amos Washington and Lecturer in International law, 
Dr Matt Killingsworth inspired students to broaden 
their horizons, stay optimistic and  have the courage 
to create social change wherever they see an injustice. 
The ECAAD activities for the term culminated in a 
study skills session with Elevate and a quiz night, raising 
money for our sister school in Vanuatu.

TEACHING EXCELLENCE 
RECOGNISED
Some dedicated, innovative and well-loved teachers 
have been selected as finalists in national and state 
teaching awards for 2018. Deborah Beswick, the 
Enrichment Program led by Steve Cameron, and 
Student Services managed by Sandy Verrier were all 
finalists in the Australian Education Awards. Stephen 
Dodge and the English as an Additional Language 
team (pictured left) are finalists in the Department 
of Education “Together we Inspire” Awards to be 
announced in October. 

TASTES FROM AROUND THE WORLD
Café Tang students have been delivering tastes of cuisines from around the globe, with different 
menus running each week. Italian, modern Australian and Indian dishes are some of the 
nationalities on offer. For Olivia, Hayley and Brianna of the VET Hospitality class, this has been 
an opportunity to widen their repertoires for entry into the hospitality industry after college. 
The café is up and running now, catering to students and staff with lunches and takeaway packs. 

ADVENTURES IN 
NATURE AND 
CULTURE
Snowboarding at Ben Lomond, skiing 
at Mr Hotham, diving at the Great 
Barrier Reef and a cultural tour 
of Japan: the EC mid-winter trips 
delivered some amazing experiences 
for participating students. While the 
skiers took in some perfect days on 
the slopes, the divers got to see one 
of the wonders of the world up close 
– and learned about the major threats 
it is facing. Students on the Japan trip 
went sightseeing in Tokyo, Kyoto 
and Hiroshima and joined the happy, 
friendly students at our sister school for 
calligraphy, cooking for obento boxes 
and subject classes in Japanese.

YOUNG WRITERS 
COMMENDED
‘Emotionally powerful’, ‘allusive’, ‘vivid’ and 
‘tender’ were some of the words used to 
describe the winning entries in the 2018 Elizabeth 
College Writing Competition. The shortlist was 
judged by Tasmanian poet James Charlton, who 
commented on the high standard of the work. 
The number of entries has been increasing each 
year, giving our judges a difficult but rewarding 
job and showing how much our students value 
the opportunity to craft and share their writing. 
Congratulations to everyone who entered. 

Winners:

•  Poetry: joint first prize to Samantha Hawley 
and Madeline Vershuur, second prize to Gianni 
Sen, and third prize to Oyinbra Enisuoh. 

•  Prose: joint first prize to Rohan Dale and 
Joshua Blum, second prize to Oyinbra Enisuoh, 
and third prize to James Richmond. 

BREADTH OF STYLES, 
STACKS OF TALENT
From classical to Snarky Puppy and everything in 
between, all genres, instruments, styles and performers 
have been showcased this term in a swathe of musical 
events. The Contemporary Music concert was packed 
out, while the Southern Colleges and UTAS Wind 
Ensemble, featuring students from all four colleges and 
UTAS, performed for southern Tasmanian high school 
students at the Conservatorium, as well as teaming 
up with the Royal Australian Airforce Band from 
Melbourne for a public concert. 

The concerts are an invaluable opportunity to hone 
these upcoming musicians’ skills in collaboration, and  
to perform their repertoires in readiness for end of 
year assessments. They have also helped mentor and 
inspire the next cohort coming to the college when  
New Town and Ogilvie High School students came to 
work with the Stage Band and joined in a free concert 
for parents and friends from all schools.
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DESIGN IN WOOD
Design in Wood students have designed and crafted some 
outstanding furniture pieces as part of their assessment for the subject. 

SCIENCE WEEK
For the eighteenth year of Science Week at EC 
the student-led program gave 1500 primary 
school students an insight into the wonders of 
their world.
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