FROM THE PRINCIPAL
It was reassuring
to see so many of
you at our Parent
Teacher Evening
recently. Thank you
for making time to
speak with teachers
and to support their
efforts. Now is the
time to ensure your
son or daughter has realistic goals, that they take
the time to speak with our careers advisor John
Schuringa – john.schuringa@education.tas.gov.au,
to discuss their direction in employment or further
study, and to use the strong support networks we
have in place at our college.
The feeling of connection students develop when
they are involved in learning through lessons or
activities such as Enrichment, means they develop

greater resilience. Having at least one thing they
are good at has also been shown to be important
in building positive futures.
At Elizabeth College, teachers are continuing to strive
to create resilient learners. As you will see, reading
through this Term 2 newsletter, this means both inside
and outside classrooms. Camps, such as the Bruny
Island trip; work experience; cultural experiences,
such as the Food Festivale; involvement in dramatic
performances, such as our College Production
Godspell; or taking part in extension programs such as
our Elizabeth College Advanced Academic Diploma
(ECAAD) all help your son or daughter to build
personal skills that will equip them for life.
As we head into the winter months, it’s important
to keep this broad perspective in mind as we work
together at this busy time of year.
Dr Dianne Purnell
Principal

CERT II BUSINESS
STUDIES STUDENTS
ON WORK
PLACEMENTS
makerSpace
makerSpace, where students can design and build their
own custom piece of digital technology, is one of the new
Enrichment offerings at Elizabeth College for Term 2.
Students are busy building their own keyboards, robotic
arms, bluetooth transmitters and a bluetooth controlled
heartbeat that will show up on a person’s mobile phone.
While some are newcomers to electronics, other students
have had past experience in robotics and are seeking a
new challenge.
“I think it is useful to know how everyday things work – and
see how hard it is to do basic stuff,” said Alice Curtain. The
enrichment offers digital electronics, coding, wi-fi, internet
of things, arduinos, photon particles, bluetooth modules,
apps, robotics and more.
“The projects are a blend of digital tech and whatever
else students need,” said Stephen Dodge, who runs the
workshop with Luke Yates. “Whatever they want they can
make it.”
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Certificate II Business Studies students are
attending a wide variety of businesses around
Hobart including Hotel Grand Chancellor,
ZooDoo, Anglicare, PCYC and Unions Tasmania.
The work placements are hands on, whereby
students perform work rather than just observe.
These placements help students conceptualise
how different aspects of business impact on
overall performance as well as see why there are
differences between the way certain enterprises
and industries achieve their goals.
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FOOD FESTIVALE
The annual Elizabeth College Food Festivale was
celebrated by students and staff of French, German,
Japanese, Chinese and English as an additional language
in April. Teachers and students prepared foods from
all over the world and absolutely nothing was left on
the tables when the Festivale came to an end! Senior
staff members were invited and they sampled the
various dishes. Entertainment was provided by the
various languages groups. Participants engaged in a
German birthday drinking song and accompanied
Napoleon on a march with 500 soldiers, tried
their hands at Taiko drumming and watched with
amazement at Nepalese dancing.

“PARTICIPANTS ENGAGED IN A
GERMAN BIRTHDAY DRINKING SONG
AND ACCOMPANIED NAPOLEON
ON A MARCH WITH 500 SOLDIERS!”

Island Ark Symposium
Environmental Science students have attended
Greening Australia’s Island Ark Symposium, aimed
at educating students on how scientists are fighting
climate change and monitoring and conserving
biodiversity. They spent a day at the Sustainable
Learning Centre with guest speakers from CSIRO,
UTAS, Greening Australia and Conservation Australia.
They then visited David Walsh of MONA’s farm
property, Marchweil, at Marion Bay. At the farm they
took part in a massive regeneration project, helping
plant native species of trees to turn agriculture land
back into native forest.
“IT WAS AN AMAZING EXPERIENCE,”
SAID TEACHER, MARTY GOSS. THESE
ARE CRITICAL ISSUES AND IT IS
IMPORTANT THAT STUDENTS SEE
INNOVATIVE PRACTICES THAT ARE
TAKING PLACE RIGHT NOW.”
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GUESS WHO’S BACK?
Sometimes students love it so much at EC
they have to come back and join the staff.
We are pleased to introduce our alumni of
2017: Peter Wagg, Joe Pavic and Nina Pavic
(all now retired), Johnny Klapsis, Nicki Morrisby,
Justan Wagner, Sarah Briggs, Chelsea Coleman,
Jason Hoare, Oliver Close and Ben Payne.
Absent: Laura Russell.

WOMEN’S AFL
MAKE THEIR MARK
The popular Women’s AFL enrichment at EC is going
to be a new subject next year with a dedicated class as
part of our Athlete Development Program. Women’s
AFL is the fastest growing sport in Australia and we
are responding to growing interest in the community
and supporting emerging talent. Year 10 students got
a taste of Women’s AFL on Orientation Day and EC
is running activities in partnership with Ogilvie High
School to recruit upcoming players. Year 11 student,
Holly Ryan has now been picked for the Allies Squad,
the national talent ID team. The Tasmanian, NT and
SA composite squad will play Queensland, WA and
NSW in July.
“I’VE BEEN PLAYING SOCCER MY
WHOLE LIFE BUT THIS HAS BEEN A
GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO TRY OUT A
NEW SPORT”, she said. The EC team played against
the top team of Clarence recently and won with a
comfortable five point lead.

AUTOMOTIVE
WORKSHOP UPGRADE
The Automotive Workshop has had a complete
refit this year. A hoist for working on full cars, new
electrical tools, a drill press, a Mitutoyo micrometer
set and led lights for close engine work are a few of
the new additions to the workshop that is used by
Automotive and Mechanical Technology and VET
classes in the college.
“STUDENTS LEARN SKILLS HERE
FOR PATHWAYS INTO THE MOTOR
MECHANICS INDUSTRY AND BEYOND,”
said teacher, Shane Smith, pictured here sharing
the joy of a vintage Holden 1960’s motor with
his students.
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TWO NEW
YOUNG RETIREES
We farewelled two lynchpins of the College staff,
Peter Wagg and Joe Pavic, at the end of Term 1.
It’s hard to say what Peter Wagg hasn’t done in his
thirty six or so years at Elizabeth College. He
co-founded our Advanced Diploma program
(ECAAD), set up debating, helped develop the
TCE Philosophy course and has been the guiding
AST of the SOSE Department for many years. His
students tend to follow him from subject to subject
and remember his classes for years after they have
left; he’s just one of those inspiring teachers.

We love to see collaboration between learning areas
in the College and Design and Production (Wood)
students have delivered on some great projects:
making mobile wooden serving trays, rolling pins and
finely crafted serving trays for Café Tang. Now they’re
building a cubby house for the Working with Children
program to update the playgroup facilities.

NEWSLETTER JULY 2017

CROSS DISCIPLINE
COLLABORATION

Joe Pavic made the jump from old scholar to staff
member sometime back in the 1980’s and has been
educator, mentor, colleague and friend to countless
students and staff. His students love and respect him
and has initiated some favourite EC activities over
the years: our Enrichment program, Harmony Day
celebrations, staff investigations, as well as being an
all-round awesome teacher.
Both Peter and Joe’s contributions to education have
been recognised with Excellence in Teaching Awards.

NEW SCIENCE
EQUIPMENT FEATURE:
THE ZEISS PRIMO STAR
MICROSCOPE
The Science Department has had an equipment
upgrade with the purchase of a new Zeiss Primo
Star Microscope. The microscope has an integrated
streaming camera that can be shared to students’
tablets, allowing them to count, scale and manage
the data separately. With fabulous optics and a
much more advanced resolution the microscope
is used across the pre-tertiary physical and life
sciences subjects.
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ECAAD EXPERIENCES
ECAAD students have enjoyed some cultural pursuits
this term. The Uni Revue is an annual tradition, as is
the EC college musical. Many students performed in
Godspell this year and the rest of the group were an
enthusiastic audience. Students took on some service
activities too, taking part in the 40 Hour Famine, raising
money for brain research and for young people in
Vanuatu. Their focus for the second half of this term

has been preparation for mid-year exams, learning
effective study techniques, anxiety management
and relaxation techniques, while some students are
preparing for the upcoming UMAT testing for entry
into medicine. ECAAD staff and students have fostered
a supportive and friendly environment, celebrating
everything from academic excellence to sporting
prowess to artistic endeavours – and birthdays!

PATHWAYS PLUS BRUNY ISLAND TRIP
Elizabeth College’s first Pathways Plus class got to know
each other on an overnight trip to Bruny Island, enjoying
the beach, camping and an adventure catamaran tour
of the coast. Student, Arati Chhetri wowed the group
with her Nepalese cooking, Tika Chhetri enjoyed the
singing and everyone enjoyed relaxing on the beach.

teachers, built on the principles of participation,
achievement, respect and safety and has had strong
success in attendance since the start of the year.

“The best thing about camp was the campfire and
chatting with my friends,” said Sujata Adhikari, while
Katia Bastoni said it was “fun and amazing”.
Pathways Plus is a new initiative at Elizabeth College
that aims to cater for those students requiring extra
levels of support. It is run by caring and supportive

SWAN CHASE
Wildlife rescuers went out on a swan chase at Old Beach
for their first rescue. Under the watchful eye of the pony
in the neighbouring paddock, the injured swan was corralled
by the group. Steve Cameron and Emily Fereiro used a blanket
to subdue and protect the swan and load it in to a box for
transport to Mayfair Vet Clinic. Another satisfied customer!
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Chinese 3 student, Sophie Young
achieved first place in the
Hanyuqiao Chinese Speaking
and Cultural Performance
competition and was
flown to Melbourne
for the second round
of the competition.

CAREERS EXPO
We recognise that not everyone knows what they
want to do for a career when they are still in college.
With job hopping and career changes now part
of the modern workforce, it’s good to know what
is out there. Our annual Careers Expo brought
together UTAS, TAFE, industry professionals, gap
year options, defence force, aviation consultants
and more to answer students’ questions, with prizes
for anyone who asked three good questions.
The Careers Expo forms an important part of
students’ Home Group Pathways Planning course.

VET STUDENTS
GRAND CHANCELLOR
WORK EXPERIENCE
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SOPHIE YOUNG
CHINESE SPEAKING
COMPETITION WIN

Hospitality VET students have been spotted around
Hobart again, this time at the Tasmanian Hospitality
Associations annual fund raising dinner. They recently
worked on a function at the Hobart Grand Chancellor
for six hundred people preparing tables and serving
and meeting Will and Steven from My Kitchen Rules
along the way and performed so well they have
been invited to participate again in a function this
month! This will be a busy month as they will also be
stewarding at the Fine Foods awards at the Hobart
Showground. This is a wonderful opportunity for
students who are passionate about this industry
to engage with the wider food and hospitality
community. They will also get to experience and taste
foods that they may not be familiar with, and explore
foods from all over Tasmania and some interstate.

FUTURE
DECISION MAKERS
Elizabeth College Legal Studies students are attending
lectures on Law and Politics at UTAS under the
University College Program. They are pictured
with Lecturer, Richard Eccleston, attending their
first lecture on Liberal Democracy and Federalism.
Successful completion of the course allows students
to gain 25% credit for this first year of university
studies at UTAS. It also greatly enriches the current
pre-tertiary Legal Studies curriculum.
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GODSPELL CAST
ROCK THE PARABLES
Godspell is a timeless piece of theatre that uses the
parables of Matthew to create a message of love,
compassion and tolerance through songs like ‘Beautiful
City’ and ‘Day by Day’. Over 80 cast, band and crew
played to packed houses every night in early June,
receiving excellent feedback from the wider Hobart
community. The strong harmony singing, clever set
and costume design, tight band and ensemble were
the stand out features of this year’s production and
audiences left feeling touched by the final scenes.
The production team worked closely with charity,
Amnesty International to raise awareness about the
current refugee crisis happening throughout the
world in the hope of building a beautiful world.
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