


A JOURNEY AROUND 
THE WORLD
In early May, audiences were transported to exotic 
and faraway places such as Russia, Japan and Brazil, 
when our Drama 3 students presented their major 
production of Around the World in 6 Plays. This fast-
paced comedy follows a group of travelling gypsies 
who retell folktales filled with magic, mystery and 
morals. The thirty member cast was supported by 
our talented technical theatre class. Students had a 
lot of fun during rehearsals as they developed their 
skills in physical theatre, whilst learning about drama 
theorists Laban, Stanislavski and Boal. They also 
experimented with new techniques to develop their 
characterisation and ensemble skills. 

As we bid farewell to another term, now is the time 
to ask: ‘Am I on track?’ Our College ethos, ‘Connected 
and On Track’ reminds us that planning, being organised 
and staying focused are crucial if we are to achieve  
our goals. 

At this stage of the year, I would like all students to 
consider how they will use the remainder of 2019 to 
stay ‘On Track’. If you are in Year 11, your focus may 
be getting good grades in 2019 so that you can do the 
subjects you want to complete in 2020. If you are in 
Year 12, you may be planning to attain your TCE and 
setting up for post Year 12, either aiming for a particular 
ATAR for university entrance or a vocational certificate 
to gain employment or a traineeship. Whatever your 

FROM THE 
PRINCIPAL

goals may be, it is important that you seek the support 
of our excellent staff and use the resources available 
to you at Elizabeth College to ensure you are well-
equipped for 2020.

Dr Dianne Purnell

Principal, Dianne Purnell (back, centre), with Assistant Principals 
(from left), Rebecca Wilson, Oliver Close, Helen Cook and  
Shane Fuller

AN INSPIRING 
EXPERIENCE:  
MARIA ISLAND CAMP
In May, our Outdoor Leadership and Environmental 
Science classes participated in a combined three day 
camp to idyllic Maria Island. Students engaged in a range 
of activities, including an Aboriginal education session of 
ochre painting and sampling bush food, learning about 
Maria Island’s environment, practicing mindfulness, and 
a bushwalk to Bishop and Clerk. The camp enabled 
students to bond with one another during a valuable 
learning experience.
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OUR EDUCATION AMBASSADORS:  
TASHA MATTHEWS AND LILA LANDOWSKI 
PUBLIC EDUCATION: THEN, NOW AND BEYOND

Two Elizabeth College alumni, Tasha Matthews and Lila 
Landowski, have been named Education Ambassadors 
by the Department of Education. Both Tasha and Lila 
recognise that it was their public education that helped 
them to overcome difficulties, thrive in work and life 
and, now, give back to the community.

Tasha Matthews is an Aboriginal Education Worker,  
and she acknowledges her schooling at Lindisfarne 
North Primary, Geilston Bay High School and Elizabeth 
College for giving her “awesome life skills”.

Dr Lila Landowski is a neuroscientist with the UTAS 
School of Medicine, as well as a science communicator 
and advocate. For Lila, her schooling at New Town 
Primary, Ogilvie High School and Elizabeth College 
was a great source of positivity and growth, and it was 
in these public schools that she developed her love of 
science. “Education is the real equaliser. If you have an 

education, you have the ability to achieve success in 
anything that you want to do,” she said.

Over the next twelve months, these talented, 
passionate and inspiring alumni will share their stories 
in the media and with the community to showcase the 
significant role public education plays in shaping lives  
and strengthening the community.

A FOCUS ON WELLNESS
The annual Wellness Expo is a highlight of the Elizabeth 
College calendar, giving students and staff an opportunity 
to pause and reflect on their physical and mental 
wellbeing. During the extended two hour Home Group 
session, students had time to speak directly to a range of 
community service providers. Stall participants included: 
Headspace, Colony 47, Speak up! Stay ChatTy, Asthma 
Tas, Family Planning, CanTeen, the Migrant Resource 

Centre and Rotary International. Representatives from 
these organisations chatted with students one-on-one 
and in small groups, providing them with gift bags full 
of supportive information, such as brochures, contact 
details and pens. This year some Home Groups also 
chose to engage in physical wellbeing and mindfulness 
activities that took place around the College, including 
yoga, pilates, spin classes and self defence.

Lila Landowski Tasha Matthews
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Future orators, negotiators, politicians and diplomats 
are studying at Elizabeth College! Our debating and 
public speaking teams have once again performed 
exceptionally well at both local and national levels. 
Impressively, four of the six members in the Tasmanian 
State Debating team, who participated in the National 
Schools Debating Competition in Darwin, are from 
Elizabeth College. This state team achieved the best 
result for a Tasmanian team since 2009. 

Elizabeth College students have also had success in local 
public speaking competitions, including the ‘Rostrum 
Voice of Youth’ regional final, the Tasmanian Ethics 
Olympiad and the Evatt Trophy. Five Elizabeth College 
students participated in Rostrum, with Kelly Stone 
winning the competition, and Elise Harrison winning  
the Malcolm Grant Encouragement Award.

The Elizabeth College team also won the Tasmanian 
Ethics Olympiad, which took place at Parliament House 
in June, with the team competing against thirteen 
impressive schools.

They also took out the major award at the Evatt 
Trophy Competition, which develops students’ 
public speaking, negotiation, teamwork, research, and 
diplomatic skills. Jemima-Rose Methorst-Moore and 
Kelly Stone were judged the ‘most effective diplomats’, 
with Jemima named ‘best negotiator’, and Grade 11 
students Harry Tunks and Maighn Johnson placing 
third. They will all represent Tasmania later this year at 
the national competition in Brisbane.

EC’S DEBATING CHAMPIONS

OUR WONDERFUL 
SUPPORT STAFF
Elizabeth College is one of the largest campuses in 
southern Tasmania, educating over 1000 students. 
Our College could not operate without the hard 
work that goes on behind-the-scenes by our support 
staff. Our cleaners, maintenance and security crews 
work tirelessly around the clock so that students 
and teachers can study and work in a campus that 
is clean, safe and comfortable. Our office, library, 
canteen and IT staff, lab technicians, and Student 
Services team provide information and resources to 
help students and teachers achieve their goals in a 
supportive environment. In May, the College held a 
special morning tea to show our appreciation for our 
wonderful support staff.

NEW POLICE OFFICER: 
LOUISE HOWARD
This term we welcomed our new community police officer, 
Louise Howard. Louise joined Tasmania Police in 2004 and 
has worked in both its Radio Dispatch Service and Crime 
Management Unit. She says the most interesting and varied 
experience of her policing career was working with the Public 
Order Response Team, which responds to any public order 
issues. She attended events ranging from forest protests to cricket 
matches. Louise has a particular interest in early intervention and 
is enjoying her liaison role at Elizabeth College, which allows her 
to connect with and build positive relationships with our students.
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JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR
This year’s Elizabeth College musical, Jesus Christ 
Superstar, was another sell-out success, with over  
110 students involved in the production. Our talented 
singers, dancers and musicians produced a powerful 
and moving rendition of the popular 1970 musical. 
After hours spent in rehearsals, the students wowed 
audiences with their polished performances.

Of course, any large theatre production is only 
possible because of the hard work that happens 
behind the scenes. Our teachers, technical theatre 
students, catering classes, costume designers and 
volunteers have all contributed to the success of this 
year’s production.

Students and staff in the musical were excited to 
receive the following personal email from Tim Rice, 
the lyricist who worked with Andrew Lloyd Webber 
to create Jesus Christ Superstar:

‘I understand that Elizabeth College is performing 
Jesus Christ Superstar ... I’m delighted that you are 
tackling a contemporary piece which Andrew  
Lloyd Webber and I wrote a mere 50 years  
ago … I wish everybody involved with the 
production every success, whether on  
stage, back stage, under the stage, in  
the band or flogging programmes …  
We are very grateful that there is  
still such enthusiasm for our work.’
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OUR NEW BUSINESS MANAGER: 
MATTHEW RHODES
Last term, Matthew Rhodes joined the Elizabeth College office staff as our 
new business manager. Matthew was born and raised in New Norfolk, 
and after completing a Bachelor of Commerce at UTAS, he worked as 
a financial accountant for RACT for seven years and most recently as 
the business manager of Fairview Primary School. He is also an Elizabeth 
College alumni, having studied at the College between 1999 and 2000, so 
the campus and even some of the teaching staff are familiar to him. In his 
spare time, Matthew enjoys playing golf and spending time with his young 
family. He says a highlight of returning to Elizabeth College has been ‘the 
opportunity to give back to a school that has given so much to me.’

OUR UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 
OUTREACH OFFICER:  
RUTH THOMAS
Ruth Thomas is the Outreach Officer for University College. She visits Elizabeth 
College each week and works out of the Careers room in our library. Ruth can 
speak with students one-on-one or visit classes to explain University College’s 
Associate Degrees, which offer hands-on, real world learning. Enabling courses 
are also available for students who need an alternative and supportive pathway 
to University study. If you would like to know more, Ruth will be at our upcoming 
Careers Expo and our Enrolment Information Evenings. Alternatively, you can 
email Ruth on: ruth.thomas@utas.edu.au

TASTER DAY: A TASTE  
OF COLLEGE LIFE
In June, over 550 enthusiastic Grade 10 students from 
high schools around Hobart visited Elizabeth College to 
participate in our annual Taster Day. Taster Day gives 
potential students a chance to explore the campus, meet 
our teachers and take part in courses they are planning to 
do next year. The day gives students a ‘taste’ of College 
life and a sample of the activities they will complete in 
their chosen courses. It is also a great opportunity for 
prospective students to see the wonderful facilities and 
resources our College has to offer, and to speak directly 
with subject teachers about their subject choices. One 
student said of their experience: ‘I like the overall spirit  
of the school... it feels like I am part of something bigger!’
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We live in a rapidly changing world where technology is not purely a 
device of convenience, but increasingly entertains us during our leisure 
time. Smart devices, artificial intelligence, and virtual and augmented 
realities are now only a touchscreen away. Elizabeth College is 
embracing the technological advancements of the new millennium by 
offering a specialised subject called Game App Design. This new course 
allows students to design and develop games as they would in the 
real world. Students learn about art and audio design, programming, 
project management, and the psychology of gaming. Computer gaming 
is certainly a growth industry and holds great future prospects for 
students wishing to specialise in this area.

A GAME-CHANGING COURSE: GAME APP DESIGN

KICKING GOALS: 
AUSTRALIAN FOOTBALL 
LEAGUE WOMEN
Over the past five weeks, 14 members of the 
Elizabeth College Athlete Development Program 
(ADP) AFLW class have represented Tasmania, 
playing three NAB league games in Melbourne  
and two National Championships games in Sydney. 
The ADP program is taught by Elizabeth College 
teacher, Jamieson Smalley, who is currently the 
assistant coach for the U18 female Tassie Devils.

The class is run as a night line at Elizabeth College 
where the girls participate in high volume touch 
work, small-sided games, video analysis on kicking 
techniques, as well as weekly theory sessions and  
a strength and conditioning program run by 
Jacqueline Liffiton, the High Performance 
Coordinator for Tasmania (Tassie Devils and  
North Melbourne AFLW).

Both the NAB games and the National Carnival  
were an amazing experience and provided our 
students with the opportunity to test themselves  
at the highest level.

COMMENDATION 
MORNING TEA
In June, students were recognised for their great work 
habits at our Commendation Morning Tea. Over one 
hundred students came together to celebrate their 
consistent and diligent approach to their studies, as 
recognised by their subject teachers.

A VISIT FROM THE 
BRAZILIAN AMBASSADOR
In February, Elizabeth College welcomed the arrival 
of 12 Brazilian international scholarship students, and 
recently they were delighted to receive a visit from 
the Brazilian ambassador to Australia, Sérgio Eduardo 
Moreira Lima. All Brazilian students in southern Tasmania 
(including students from Hobart and Rosny Colleges) 
gathered at Elizabeth College for a morning tea with 
Ambassador Lima. He talked with the students about 
their experiences in Tasmania and encouraged them to 
enjoy this wonderful opportunity.
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VISUAL ARTS
Art produced by our talented students.

Claudia Power

Imogen Kay

Gianni Sen

Matilda Evans

Yuki Waida
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