FROM THE
PRINCIPAL
As we farewell another term, I am reminded that the
end of the year is fast approaching, with preparations
for external examinations, folios and final internal
assessments on the horizon. I encourage students to
make the most of Term 4 by being well-organised,
making attendance a priority, focusing on revision and
attending tutorials, so that they feel prepared and
confident, and finish the year knowing they have done
everything possible to achieve the outcomes they
deserve.
Recently, I had the pleasure of meeting with Elizabeth
College alumni, Peter Yau, who was visiting Tasmania
after completing his second year of medicine at the
Chinese University of Hong Kong. Peter was an
international student at Elizabeth College between
2015-2016, and attained equal Dux with Irene Legg in
his final year. Peter’s sincerity, optimism and diligence
has always impressed me, and I’m sure he will make
an excellent doctor.

Dianne Purnell with 2016 Elizabeth College Dux, Peter Yau, visiting
from Hong Kong

This is the final term newsletter for the year, and I
would like to thank our non-teaching staff for making
the College a safe and supportive environment in
which to work. I would also like to thank our teaching
staff for all the time and energy they put into the
delivery of each course they teach. I know that many
hours of preparation and marking goes on behind the
scenes, and it is due to their tireless commitment and
desire to help, that our students feel supported as
they aspire towards their goals.
Dr Dianne Purnell

SCIENCE WEEK: A
SHARED EXPERIENCE
Exploring the joys and wonders of science with
children was an enjoyable break from formal studies
for our teachers and students during Elizabeth
College’s Science Week celebrations. With our
modern facilities, a program of fun and educational
activities, and a dash of enthusiasm, the College
welcomed students and their teachers from primary
schools around Hobart to share in these fabulous
learning opportunities. Our science students
supported their young and eager counterparts as they
explored scientific processes and experiments that
included: investigating electronic circuits, designing a

balloon-powered dragster, and studying stick insects,
terrariums and mosses. Elizabeth College’s inaugural
Science Week patron and alumni, Dr Lila Landowski
also participated in a number of the events.
Elizabeth College science teacher and head of faculty,
Deborah Beswick, who has co-ordinated Science
Week for the past 19 years said, “It’s wonderful to see
the interaction between our Elizabeth College students
and younger visitors during Science Week. I am always
impressed by our students’ engagement, commonsense and initiative.”
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Above From left: Miranda Bennet (MC), Deborah
Beswick, Dr Madeline Green, Dr Lila Landowski and
the Honorable Jeremy Rockliff, MP

SCIENCE WEEK
LUNCHEON
SLEEP OUT:
RAISING
AWARENESS
AND FUNDS
In August, Elizabeth College Business
Manager, Matthew Rhodes participated
in the Salvation Army Sleep Out on the
lawns of the Hotel Grand Chancellor.
Along with 42 other participants,
Matthew undertook a tour of Hobart,
met with some of the volunteers from
the Salvation Army Street Team and
participated in a forum on the issue
of homelessness in Tasmania, before
settling into a sleeping bag and swag
for the night. As well as the awareness
that this event raises about issues faced
by those who are homeless, Matthew
received $960 in donations to contribute
toward the event’s tally of $47,000,
which will help fund the Salvation Army
Street2Home program over the next
twelve months. Matthew said, “Just the
experience of having to mentally prepare
for one night without proper shelter,
made me realise how exhausting it must
be for those whom homelessness is a
constant in their lives.”

In August, students from Elizabeth College and primary
schools around Hobart joined scientists to celebrate Science
Week at a luncheon hosted by Education Minister, the
Honorable Jeremy Rockliff. Minister Rockliff praised the role
Elizabeth College has played as an educational leader in the
promotion of STEM in the community.
Elizabeth College’s Science Week patron, Dr Lila Landowski,
spoke to students about the importance of their role as
future scientists and the impact their work will have on
others, and Dr Madeline Green presented an informative
and engaging snapshot of her PhD study into sharks.

LAWFEST
In September, our Legal Studies 3 students joined Year 11
and 12 students from across the state for the annual Lawfest
event held at UTAS. Lawfest is an opportunity for students
to hear from a range of legal experts, university professors
and community leaders on topical legal issues. This year,
students learnt about international law and the Medevac
Bill; domestic laws and pill-testing at festivals; and Tasmanian
Aboriginal history and the call for a treaty.
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CAREERS EXPO: FOCUSING ON THE FUTURE
In July, Elizabeth College held its annual Careers
Expo in the Gym. This event allowed students to talk
directly to education providers, employers, volunteer
organisations and industry associations about their
future learning goals and career aspirations.
UTAS, University College, TasTAFE, Foundry and ANU
were all represented at our Expo, and our Careers
Advisor was also available to answer any questions.
Some of the many exhibitors included: Incat Australia,
Volunteering Tasmania, Tasmanian Hospitality
Association, Tasmanian Building and Construction
Industry Training Board, Par Avion, AFL Sportsready,
Work and Training, Tasmania Police, Tasmania Fire
Service, and Defence Force Recruiting.

During June and July, staff and
students at Elizabeth College
donated items such as blankets,
sleeping bags, warm clothing,
scarves, gloves and toiletry
products, with some staff even
knitting beanies. These items
will be distributed through the
Street2Home Community
Outreach program, which
supports Hobart’s homeless.

WINTER APPEAL: THAT’S
THE COMMUNITY SPIRIT!
Approximately 1600 people are homeless in Tasmania and 40% of these
are under the age of 25. This winter, the Student Leadership Group and
ECConnect partnered with the Salvation Army to collect donations for
its Winter Appeal.
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College chaplain, Cameron Brett,
said, “It was heart-warming to
see such a generous and caring
response to the needs of Hobart’s
homeless through our EC Winter
Appeal. The donations from EC
students and staff demonstrates
how small, practical items
together can make a meaningful
contribution and directly assist
both individuals and families.’
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STUDENTS WOWED BY SYDNEY
DANCE COMPANY WORKSHOP
In August, our dance students floated, glided and
pirouetted during an intensive workshop with
dancers from the renowned Sydney Dance Company.
It was a wonderful opportunity for students to learn
phrases of dance repertoire from the Company’s

50th year celebration show. The workshop
concluded with students attending the Company’s
performance at the Theatre Royal to see these
inspirational dancers in action.

RECOGNISING OUR WRITERS
Elizabeth College recognised the talent of our
creative writers at our annual Writing Competition
Awards. Elisa Knapek won the poetry section for her
poem, Boy, and Rohan Dale won the prose section
for his short narrative, Do I Know Him? Judged by
award-winning Tasmanian poet, Adrienne Eberhard,
the winning entries received prizes of books, cinema
vouchers and magazines. Adrienne treated the
audience to a reading of her poem, Distance, and

reflected on the influence that reading and playing
a musical instrument had on her own writing. She
acknowledged the high standard of the entries
and commended them for their close attention to
detail, preparedness to experiment with style and
structure, and in some cases, their effortless ability
to transport the reader to another time and place.
The winning entries will be published in the Elizabeth
College Yearbook.
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VET CONSTRUCTION:
PAVING THE WAY
Earlier this year, Elizabeth College received a VET
infrastructure grant from the Department of Education
valued at over $34,000. This grant will benefit both
students and teachers in VET Construction by
preventing overcrowding in the workshop space,
and allowing them to move outside. As a result of
the grant, the College has been able to purchase a
second shipping container and to build a platform for
construction projects.

The construction grant also enabled students to be
involved in practical building exercises, such as creating
concrete pads for the shipping container, constructing
the building platform and bricking up the sandpit. The
sandpit is necessary for different units of the bricklaying
course, including formwork, concreting and civil works.
The deck allows students and their teachers to build
projects on a stable and protected foundation. Currently,
students are building three large cubby houses, which
have already been sold to primary schools. Teacher,
Adam Bester, said that, “Many people put a lot of time
and effort into the grant submission and it’s fantastic to
see teachers and students making full use of the area. A
roof will be installed later in the year, which will allow the
area to be utilised all year round, so that students can
continue working regardless of the weather conditions.”

PERFORMING
ARTS: SYDNEY TRIP
HIGHLIGHTS
In July, performing arts students travelled to
Sydney for four days of concerts, performances
and workshops. Some of the highlights included
attending a recording session at the Opera
House, a tour of the ABC studios, taking
part in a three hour NIDA workshop, and
attending music concerts and world-class live
theatre; such as Muriel’s Wedding. A number
of our students and staff were fortunate
enough to feature on stage as part of the
performance. They also met some of the cast
after the show, including Tasmanian actors
Colin Dean and Imogen Moore. One student
said, “The performing arts trip to Sydney was
an experience to remember. Not only were
wonderful friendships made, but we got to see
and experience the many colourful options that
the performing arts world has to offer.”
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$20 BOSS MARKET DAY:
BUSINESS IS BOOMING
During term 3, students from Innovation Enterprise,
Business Studies 2, Work Readiness and Certificate II in
Skills for Work, and Vocational Pathways developed their
own small businesses. The whole event was managed
by Certificate II in Tourism students. On 11 September,
over 40 pop-up, student-run businesses participated

in the Elizabeth College $20 Boss Market Day in the
Undercroft. Products and services on offer ranged from:
car washing, second-hand clothing, candles, handmade
jewellery, baked goods and even entertainment from
a magician. The pop-up businesses raised funds for
charities, such as, Guide Dogs Tasmania, the Cancer
Council, Ronald McDonald House, Orange Sky Laundry,
RSPCT and Speak Up Stay ChatTY.
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NETBALL: MARIBYRNONG TOUR
Recently, Elizabeth College hosted a
group of ADP netball students from
Maribyrnong College in Melbourne, who
are coached by former Australian Netball
player Eloise Southby. The tour began
with a welcome lunch hosted in Café
Tang by our VET Hospitality students.
The Maribyrnong students visited a snowcapped Mount Wellington the following
day, and participated in a friendly game
against our students that evening. Elizabeth
College has enjoyed a close relationship
with Maribyrnong Sports School for the
past 12 years.

WOMEN’S AFL:
SCORING GOALS
In July, Elizabeth College’s Women’s AFL
ADP class were strongly represented in
the Eastern Allies team (which included
players from Tasmania, ACT and NSW)
at the recent National Championships
on the Gold Coast.

BASKETBALL:
CHAMPIONS
ON AND OFF
THE COURT
In August, the Elizabeth College basketball
team participated in the Tasmanian
College Basketball Championships.
They finished runners-up in the highly
competitive division 1 competition to an
accomplished Guildford Young College
team in the grand final.
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