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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

As we farewell another term, I am reminded that the
end of the year is fast approaching, with preparations
for external examinations, folios and final internal
assessments on the horizon. Students need to make
the most of Term 4 by being well-organised, making
attendance a priority, focusing on revision and attending
tutorials, so that they feel prepared and confident, and
finish the year knowing they have done everything
possible to achieve the outcomes they deserve. All of our
teachers, support staff and student services staff are here
to help students get through the final term of the year.
It has been a year like no other and students, with
the support of their teachers and families, are to
be commended on their resilience, flexibility and
determination to meet their goals for 2020.
This is the final term newsletter for the year, and I
would like to thank our support staff for making the
College a safe and supportive environment for all to
work in. We know our cleaners have had an increased
workload, having to maintain even higher levels of
hygiene and more regular cleaning of surfaces.
2

ELIZABETH COLLEGE

Dr Dianne Purnell with science students.

‘IT HAS BEEN A YEAR LIKE NO OTHER
AND STUDENTS WITH THE SUPPORT OF
THEIR TEACHERS AND FAMILIES ARE TO
BE COMMENDED ON THEIR RESILIENCE,
FLEXIBILITY AND DETERMINATION…’

I would also like to thank our teaching staff for the time
and energy they put into the delivery of each course
they teach. This year they have had to be flexible in
how they taught their classes, while also dealing with
the additional workload of delivering courses on-line,
with minimal lead-in time. I know that many hours of
preparation and marking goes on behind the scenes,
and it is due to their tireless commitment and their
desire to help, that our students feel supported as they
aspire towards their goals.
Dr Dianne Purnell

STUDENT LEADERSHIP GROUP
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The Elizabeth College Student Leadership Group is
an immersive experience that allows students to get
involved in the EC community and to initiate real and
positive change for both current and future students.
Since the end of the lockdown period in Term 2,
the SLG swung into action, looking into fundraising
activities and promoting student wellbeing.
Year 11 student, James Langfellner, says, ‘The SLG
is an ideal opportunity for me to give back to the
school … It enables me to build skills such as effective
communication, teamwork and other important
life skills.’

Year 12 student, Nikki Crilley, has been a member
of the SLG since Year 11, and she says, ‘The Student
Leadership Group gives students the chance to make
a positive impact on Elizabeth College and even the
broader Hobart community. As a Year 12 student,
I’ve experienced the benefits of working in a team
and helping others, through our various fundraisers,
the sale of the EC hoodies and our contributions to
the Salvation Army Winter Appeal.’
If you are currently a Year 11 student at Elizabeth
College, or even a Year 10 student who is enrolling
at Elizabeth College in 2021, the SLG is a great
opportunity to make new friends and join a group of
enthusiastic students who want to make a difference.

RESILIENCE VIDEO
As we near the end of an extraordinarily
challenging year, a group of Elizabeth College
students are involved in an Enrichment project
that aims to share the ways that they have
coped with adversity. The group are working
on a short video, supported by the production
company Hype TV, and will share personal
stories to promote a message of resilience.
Matt Preston, the teacher supporting the
project, says that ‘everyone in the community
faces daily struggles, big and small. We hope
that this video will encourage people to talk to
each other, to check in and find support.’
As well as telling their stories, students are
getting behind the camera and helping to edit
the final work at the Hype TV studio, providing
them with invaluable hands-on experience with
a professional production company. The video
will be aired on social media and the College
website in Term 4.
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EC WINTER APPEAL
The annual Elizabeth College Winter Appeal,
which supports the Salvation Army’s Street2Home
program, was another huge success this year. The
EC Community responded en masse, with donations
from home groups including: toiletries such as
toothpaste, soap, shampoo and toothbrushes, and
warm clothing such as jumpers, jackets, gloves and
scarves. Some groups even raised funds by washing
staff cars, or donated money towards the purchase of
two sleeping bags and several pairs of warm woollen
socks. Staff and students also knitted beanies and
scarves to keep people warm during Hobart’s freezing
winter. At a whole school assembly held this term, our

student leaders presented Major Brad Watson
from the Salvation Army with two wheelie
bins overflowing with donated goods to be
distributed to Hobart’s homeless. Thank you
to everyone for supporting those doing it tough
this winter. It was a fantastic, visible expression
of the generosity and compassion of our
Elizabeth College Community.
‘SOME GROUPS EVEN RAISED FUNDS BY
WASHING STAFF CARS, OR DONATED
MONEY TOWARDS THE PURCHASE OF
TWO SLEEPING BAGS AND SEVERAL
PAIRS OF WARM WOOLLEN SOCKS.’

WILDLIFE RESCUE
Wildlife Rescue is always a popular enrichment activity
for EC students, and so relevant in Tasmania where
many people live close to a bush environment. This
term, students visited Bonorong Wildlife Park, where
they learnt about caring for injured and orphaned
marsupials, as well as the role of the Bonorong Friends
of Critters program and Joey care. Wildlife experts
explained the behaviour and life cycles of native
animals, such as wombats and devils, and students
were given a tour of Bonorong’s purpose-built native
wildlife vet facility. They even got to see an operation
on a masked owl’s broken wing.
In September, students observed rescued Wedgetailed Eagles and other raptors at the Raptor Refuge in
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Kettering, and in Term 4 they will learn about reptiles,
which will include a visit from Reptile Rescue with
some snakes in our gymnasium!
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ENRICHMENT: MAKING
CONNECTIONS
The Enrichment program returned in Term 3,
allowing students and staff to engage in fun
educational activities, while re-connecting with
friends and other like-minded students and teachers.
There were some exciting new offerings this term,
with enrichment activities venturing to spectacular
locations such as rafting the Picton River, scuba diving

on the Tasman Peninsula, and flying light aircraft over
the city of Hobart. Activities ranged from those with
a physical and fitness focus, to the creative pursuits
of music, art and craft, to formal certification for
nationally recognised qualifications.
Indoor climbing was popular again this year, and some
new offerings included: sailing, AFL, bushwalking,
rafting and an 8 ball tournament. Mental health first
aid, creative writing, the LGBTiQ diversity group,
Bellissimo Italiano, crochet and knitting were also
new and will hopefully run again next year.
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CUBBY HOUSES
Under the watchful eye of teachers Jason Clifford and
Andrew Olding, Certificate I Construction students
have been working on the construction of three
cubby houses this year. These will be sold to schools
and private buyers at cost price and are highly sought
after by primary schools around the state due to their
high quality and superior finishes. Our students learn

a range of skills during this project, including set-out,
framing, fit-out, roofing and painting. The students
work in small teams and each week have a rotating
student supervisor.
This term, students from Certificate I Construction
completed work placements at many construction
companies around Hobart. Students often gain
employment/apprenticeships through this process.

DESIGNING
THE FUTURE
There have been exciting new developments in the
IT learning area, with students designing and making
CO2 powered Formula 1 cars in a competition to
produce the most aerodynamic design. Students had
to wind tunnel test their prototypes before printing the
final versions on our 3D printers. Oscar Van Hemert,
Thomas Sarne and William Evans were members of
the winning team, with their car completing the 15
metre drag race in 1.2 seconds.
On 3 August, SpaceX successfully returned two
astronauts to earth in their Dragon Capsule. Inspired
by this feat, Engineering & Design students began work
on the design and construction of Model Rockets.
These rockets were launched at the end of this term,
complete with parachutes for recovery, as well as
dataloggers that the students constructed to track their
altitude and inflight performance. Students have to run
simulations on their designs as well as testing full-scale
prototypes, by monitoring their stability and safety at
each stage of the design process. The final models will
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be created using our 3D printers and the CNC router
in our Electronics and Engineering classroom.
Manager of IT, Stephen Dodge, says ‘With the 3D
printer, students’ digital designs become a physical
reality. The future of design and creation is here;
3D printers are being used for all kinds of practical
applications in industry, including rapid prototyping,
bioprinting of implants and even organs, and the
fabrication of buildings with large scale concrete
3D printers.’
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SCIENCE WEEK
In Term 3, Elizabeth College
celebrated Science Week with a
series of events and workshops
at the College, hosting students
from New Town and Ogilvie
High Schools. Science Week
began with a sweet morning
tea for students and staff, who
enjoyed sampling a colourful
and delicious collection of cakes
made by EC staff, with each cake
representing a chemical element,
and the cakes arranged to form
the Periodic Table. There was also
a guest appearance from retired
Science Learning Area Manager,
Deborah Beswick, who over a
period of twenty years made
Science Week at EC a popular
calendar event for thousands of
primary school students from
around Hobart. Elizabeth College’s
current Manager of Science, Dr
Jason Hoare, has picked up the
baton, and was pleased to be able
to offer engaging Science Week

experiments to students from
our feeder high schools. Other
highlights of the week included
presentations by local scientists, a
panel discussion about careers in
science, chemistry demonstrations
and the RACI Titration
Competition. Topping the week
off, Year 12 EC students Harry

Tunks, Angela Carlisle and Sarah
Townsend wrote and recorded
an episode of That’s What I Call
Science for Edge Radio that was
broadcast nationally and can be
heard at https://thatsscience.
org/2020/08/09/ep75-fact-vsfiction-our-future-generation-lookat-the-facts/

7

GUEST SPEAKERS IN SOSE
On Monday 10 August, Barrister Greg Barns SC
came to speak to our Legal Studies 3 class about the
adversary system of dispute resolution. Barns spoke
about his work as a defence lawyer and human rights
advocate. Students listened with interest, and asked
questions, as Barns shared his firsthand experiences of
the trials and tribulations of our justice system.
On Monday 17 August, Head of Politics and
International Relations at UTAS, Matt Killingsworth
introduced Legal Studies 3 students to international

WRITING COMPETITION
WINNERS
In Term 3, Elizabeth College celebrated the talent
of our creative writers in the annual EC Writing
Competition. Holly Jury won the poetry section for
her free verse poem, How to Build Better, and Tara
Watzl won the prose section for her short narrative,
Scenic. The entries were judged by Tasmanian author,
Erin Hortle, whose novel, The Octopus and I, was
published earlier this year. All of the winning entries
received prizes of books and magazines.
Erin acknowledged the high standard of the entries and
said of Holly Jury’s poem: ‘Holly is to be commended
for her nuanced exploration of gender power, her use
of language, her structural creativity and her precision.’
She said that Tara Watzl’s short narrative ‘pulled (her)
into the narrative world. Not all writers can do this –
create real, quirky character and setting. Tara has that
X-factor.’ The winning entries will be published in the
Elizabeth College Yearbook, which will be distributed
to students on the last day of Term 4.
8

ELIZABETH COLLEGE

law and specifically the laws of war. Students will use
this knowledge on international law to extend their
understanding of the topical legal issues studied this
year, including anti-protest laws and international
frameworks for climate action. Students also took the
opportunity to ask Matt questions about the upcoming
US election.
Next month, Liz Moore from Community Corrections
will speak to students about community-based
sentencing options, as part of a unit on criminal justice.
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PLAYGROUP
FUN RETURNS
The Elizabeth College
Playgroup was up and running
again this term, bringing joy
to all involved. The weekly
Playgroup sessions not only
provide families with a fun
and educational experience
for their children, but they
also allow EC students to
practice caring for children
aged 0-5. Students from our
Community Services and
Working with Children classes
both participate in running the
Playgroups. The students plan
activities that aim to engage
children at different stages of
physical, intellectual and social
development. These include
craft, painting, mat play, and
outside activities, with the
obstacle course and ride-in
cars being especially popular.
A special thanks goes to
the Community Services
students who set up the
Playgroup room to reflect a
different theme every two
weeks, which makes the
room a dynamic and exciting
experience for our little guests
and their parents/carers. The
themes for this term included:
winter, construction, farm,
spring and space.

OUR PLAYGROUP
OPERATES EVERY
YEAR FROM MARCH TO
NOVEMBER AND NEW
FAMILIES ARE ALWAYS
WELCOME TO JOIN IN
THE FUN.
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EC SUBJECT EXPO
This term we held our annual Elizabeth
College Subject Expo for Year 10 students
from visiting high schools and our
current Year 11’s. At the Subject Expo,
students were able to have one-on-one
conversations with teachers about the
subjects they are interested in, where they
could ask questions and check that they are
choosing the right subjects for next year.
On Tuesday 18 August, EC hosted Year 10
students from New Town, Ogilvie, Taroona,
Cosgrove and Lambert High Schools. They
attended an assembly in the gym, followed
by the Subject Expo and a tour of the
campus. Some of our current Year 11 and
12 students were invited to chat to the
visiting students to give them a student’s
perspective of each subject.
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DRAMA 2 PERFORMANCE: HOUSE ON FIRE
In August, our Drama Foundation students performed
the hilarious play House on Fire, written by Australian
playwright Debra Oswald. The play’s characters face
challenging and changing circumstances, which leads
to rising tensions with comical outcomes. The play is
an exploration into the old adage, ‘if anything can go

wrong, it will go wrong’; even the house burns down!
Teacher Amber Knowles said, ‘the students not only
gained experience and confidence performing their
first full length play, they had a lot of fun along the
way. Even our teacher assistant and Performing Arts
alumni, Noah Casey, made a guest appearance!’
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ART: WORK IN PROGRESS EXHIBITION
On Wednesday 19 August, the Work in Progress (WIP) art exhibition was launched in the Elizabeth College library,
allowing Level 2 and 3 Visual Art students to showcase their work to the EC community. The works included media
such as: digital art, painting, drawing, graphic design and photography. The People’s Choice Prize was won by Katriel
Sayer for her watercolour portrait, Zac; Abishek Ghising’s mixed-media piece The Stranger won the Packing Room
Prize; and the Principal’s Award went to Jonathon Lovell for his drawings entitled Three Sketches. The winning students
will be presented with art supply vouchers at the end of term assembly.

Clockwise from top left: Katriel Sayer,
Wasil Farhan, Jonathon Lovell, Abishek Ghising
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