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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Term 4 seems to pass so quickly, and with only one week of formal classes left, 
the exam period will soon be upon us. Even though this is a short term for 
students, it is the culmination of a year’s work, so much is invested in this stage. 
Over the past few weeks pre-tertiary classes have focused on revision and 
tutorials for their exams, or the completion of an externally assessed folio, and 
level 2 classes have continued to work on completing course requirements. In 
the final week, we will celebrate the successes of our Vocational students with 
a graduation ceremony and we will also open the virtual WHAM Exhibition 
(the externally assessed work of art students), as well as the Techno Exhibiton. 
Due to COVID requirements, these events are restricted to our students this 
year. 

On Friday 6 November our teachers, support staff and students will come 
together at our final assembly to celebrate the end of the school year and 
farewell our Year 12 students. After the assembly, students will go to their 
Home Group and receive a copy of the College Yearbook. The day will finish 
with a wonderful celebration barbeque and fun activities.

While this has been a challenging year, I hope our students feel optimistic 
and confident about their plans for 2021. Our Year 11s have already enrolled 
for next year, knowing that completing Year 12 will keep their options 
open for the future. Home Group teachers and our careers counsellor, Dave 
Newcombe, have discussed pathway options with Year 12s, such as applying 
for university, TAFE, or looking for apprenticeships and work. Any students 
who are unsure about their post-Year 12 pathway need to talk to their teachers 
and/or counsellors during these remaining weeks to discuss their options for 
further study or finding employment. I wish students all the best with their 
studies and every success for their exams/folios.

Dr Dianne Purnell
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THE EXAM PERIOD: HOW YOU CAN HELP
This time of the year can be highly stressful for many students so it’s important 
to remember that parents and carers can play an active and supportive role 
during this time. Your child may be feeling quite vulnerable and overwhelmed, 
and they may need a little extra help to get through this period, even if they 
don’t ask for it or say they can manage on their own.

Organisation and routine are key to helping students prepare for exams, and 
mapping out an achievable study plan can make them feel more organised 
and therefore more confident. Their study environment can impact upon their 
ability to focus, so setting up a practical and comfortable study space and 
removing distractions (where possible) can really help. During intense study 
periods, getting a good amount of sleep, exercise and nutritious food can also 
lift the weight of the ‘stress bubble’ in which students often find themselves. 
Short, regular breaks are also recommended to balance out the demands of 
their study schedule and clear some headspace. Some good circuit-breakers 
include: getting outdoors, playing a sport or a board game, spending time 
with a pet, or watching a film.

Students have been issued the TASC Student Exam Guide which can be 
found at https://www.tasc.tas.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/TASC-Exam-
Guide-2020.pdf

This includes information about what to do if your child is unwell and cannot 
sit their exams. If your child is feeling anxious about their exam(s), then our 
friendly Student Services team can help. Contact Sarah on 6235 6559 to make 
an appointment.

STUDENT AND STAFF ACHIEVEMENT
• Rio Kawaguchi was selected to participate in an online chamber 

music performance program with the Australian Chamber Orchestra 
Academy

• Ruben Sherriff was awarded 4th place in the Tasmania and Victoria 
Regional Online Hanyuqiao Chinese Speaking Competition 

• Lucas Sinclair received a Gold Award in the international Education 
Perfect Science Championships

• Erin Sherlock (trumpet) and Sacha Flores (piano) were awarded the 
2020/21 Clarence Jazz Festival Scholarships in October

UPCOMING DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Wednesday 4 November Virtual WHAM! and Techno Exhibitions
Thursday 5 November VET Graduation
Friday 6 November Final Assembly, Home Group and BBQ
Monday 9 – Thursday 19 Nov Written TASC Examinations
Thursday 17 December TASC Results Emailed to Registered Students  
  (mailing of postal results starts)
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