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CAREER & PATHWAY 
COUNSELLING 

NEWSLETTER - TERM 2
Welcome to the Term 2 newsletter as we finish the Mid-Year Assessment 
Period and look forward to a well-earned break. 

Many students have completed their applications for UTAS by way of the 
Schools Recommendation Program, so the focus of this newsletter is on 
mainland university options, TasTAFE, and apprenticeships/traineeships.

For all students, whether in Year 11 or 12, now is a good time to start 
planning for next year, remembering that it’s ok if you don’t have a 
particularly clear idea of your future options. Just be flexible and keep 
your options open! Importantly, students should aim to attend all classes 
and maintain close communication with teachers to ensure work 
expectations are understood. This will help ensure a strong second half of 
the year.

There are many courses to choose from and it's 
important to do your research before you apply 
so you know required ATARs and any pre-
requisite subjects.  As with UTAS, students must 
gain the Tasmanian Certificate of Education 
(TCE) to have their ATAR calculated. 
However, if you won’t have an ATAR or specific 
pre-requisite subjects, be sure to check for 
preparation programs which provide a pathway 
into your degree.

Perhaps you have a particular city or university 
where you want to study in which case it’s a 
matter of choosing the institution and degree 
which suits you best. Or, you may have a 
specific degree in mind which will dictate where 
you study. Either way, the Course Seeker and 
Good Universities Guide websites are good 
places to start. 

https://www.courseseeker.edu.au/courses https://
www.gooduniversitiesguide.com.au/

For most interstate study, applications are 
processed through state-based tertiary 
admissions centres which process and forward 
course applications to universities which decide 
which applicants receive offers. So, you don’t 
need to apply separately to each institution 
within a state or territory, and you can apply 
for multiple courses at various universities. 
Many have early entry schemes so check 
relevant dates and information about 
scholarships and accommodation options. Most 
applications open during third term so look at 
the relevant websites below, and see Dave in 
the Careers Centre in the Library if you need 
help.              

Victoria: Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre 
https://www.vtac.edu.au/

NSW and ACT: Universities Admissions Centre 
https://www.uac.edu.au/

Queensland: Queensland Tertiary Admissions 
Centre (open 3rd August)
https://www.qtac.edu.au/

SA and NT: South Australian Tertiary 
Admissions Centre
https://www.satac.edu.au/

WA: Tertiary Institutions Service Centre
https://www.tisc.edu.au/

MAINLAND 
UNIVERSITIES

https://www.vtac.edu.au/
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VOCATIONAL 
PATHWAYS

• Apprentices are trained in a skilled trade
(e.g. construction, electrical, plumbing,
cabinet-making, automotive) and, upon
successful completion, become a qualified
tradesperson. Apprenticeships generally
take up to 4 years to complete.

• Trainees are trained in vocational areas (e.g.
business administration, information
technology, tourism) and, upon successful
completion, receive a qualification in their
chosen vocational area. Traineeships
generally take between 12 months and 3
years to complete.

Apprenticeships and traineeships offer a great 
way to get a head start in a chosen career 
through paid work and structured training that 
can be on-the-job, off-the-job or a combination 
of both. Existing skills and prior experience are 
recognised, potentially reducing formal training 
time.

If you’re considering a practical course that will 
lead to a career in the workforce or a pathway 
to higher education, then TasTAFE or an 
apprenticeship/traineeship might offer what 
you’re looking for.

Qualifications include certificates (from levels I 
to IV), diplomas and advanced diplomas, which 
can be completed on their own or in 
combination with on-the-job training with an 
employer. This training may be part of an 
apprenticeship or traineeship and qualifications 
are available in a range of areas, from trades to 
business, health, creative arts, agriculture and 
hospitality.

TasTAFE has more than 200 nationally 
accredited and industry-endorsed qualifications 
ranging from Certificate I to Advanced Diploma 
level, as well as short courses and skill sets 
across more than 30 industry areas.

The courses focus on giving hands-on, practical 
training to provide the skills and knowledge 
needed to be job-ready in your chosen industry. 
You’ll have the opportunity to gain real-life 
experience in a range of simulated work 
environments, industry work placements and 
community projects. 

There will be more information next term about 
application dates and the Info Week to be held 
in November.

Look at the TasTAFE website for information 
about vocational courses. 

https://www.tastafe.tas.edu.au/

APPRENTICESHIPS & 
TRAINEESHIPS
If you’re looking to kickstart your career in the 
workforce then completing an apprenticeship or 
traineeship is a great option. You’ll learn on the 
job as you go, picking up the essential skills and 
knowledge you need to build a successful career 
in your field of choice and undertake a nationally 
recognised certificate course.

The term 'Australian Apprenticeship' is used to 
cover both apprenticeships and traineeships but 
the key differences are:
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CAREERS EXPO
Our annual Elizabeth College Careers Expo will 
be held on campus on Wednesday, 28th July. 
This is a great opportunity for students to meet 
with representatives from various education, 
employment and training organisations such as 
UTAS, TasTAFE, Defence Recruiting, Tasmania 
Police and apprenticeship/traineeship providers.

For many students it’s a chance to confirm they 
are on the right track with their pathway 
choices, while for others it can be a reality check 
that they need to start thinking carefully about 
their options.

USEFUL CAREER 
EXPLORATION 
RESOURCES
careerify.tas.gov.au - A site that helps you 
explore career options including subject choices, 
VET, and the world of work.

joboutlook.gov.au - Information about Australian 
careers, labour market trends and
employment projections.

myfuture.edu.au - Create your own career 
profile and identify interests, values and      
skills to explore career pathways.

anything.tas.gov.au - Student profiles, focusing on 
all the options to complete Year 12.

my.education.tas.gov.au – Information and 
resources to help make informed decisions
about your future.

AUSTRALIAN 
APPRENTICESHIP 
PATHWAYS
For students considering an apprenticeship or 
traineeship, the Australian Apprenticeships 
Pathways website is a great place to find relevant 
information and resources. It has “career 
interest” and “work type” explorers to help find 
the occupations and courses to suit your 
interests.

https://www.aapathways.com.au/

Other useful information can be found at:
https://tastafe-web.squiz.cloud/students/
apprentices-and-trainees
https://www.skills.tas.gov.au/learners

https://www.utas.edu.au/undergraduate-study/school-leaver
https://www.utas.edu.au/undergraduate-study/school-leaver



